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Why have a cellar?

● Not every house had 
a cellar, 

● Cellars and 
basements were quite 
expensive to build

● Many towns had 
communial cellars 
such as winchelsea.

● Most houses had a 
shallow (cheap) 
foundation. 
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How to build a cellar

●  Historically, to build a house with a simple 
cellar you would dig out the ground to a depth 
of around 6ft, the cellar walls would have been 
constructed with a lining of stone or brick and 
with a drain for water within the cellar. The 
floors would have been built up on crushed 
stone or sand to provide a level surface and 
paved, usually with flags. Brick paving became 
more common in later periods.

●  If constructed for storage purposes, domestic 
cellars often have stone benches for salting 
meat and coal chutes, which are common 
across the country. 

draft chitun0121



  4

Where To Start On The 
Planning Portal draft chitun0121
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Various Search 
Options
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Filter by date and type 
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Map Method

● Defaults To 6 Month Period.
● Select “All Time” Filter.
● Does Not Work In Dense Areas.
● Can Select Property Where Number Is Not Known.
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● Browse All Applications Of All Types
● Gets Very Complicated And “messy”draft chitun0121
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Highlight Property
Shows applications 
summary for that 
property but 
scrolling through 
can be difficult and 
can not open in new 
tabdraft chitun0121
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Going back to simple search, we know the 
property address so we will enter the address :
5 Tower Street draft chitun0121
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5 Tower Street aka “Chase Cottage”
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List of planning 
applications with 
summary 
description in easy 
to read format. 

May include related 
properties. 
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Summary view of one application,
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● Select related cases will 
enable specific 
selection for that 
property. 

● Related refers to related 
to the application you 
are viewing. 
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Which documents do you view?
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The best documents to view

● Plans
● Drawings
● Application forms
● Elevations

Architects drawings can vary 
from:
* simple sketches
* Recognisable blue prints
* full Computer Aided Design draft chitun0121
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Traditional Blue Print
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Simple Sketch
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Blueprints can hold lots 
of clues. 

● Here the plan shows the 
original building layout 
of 2 houses. There is 
only a proper cellar in 
one end of the building. 
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The reason for this could 
be cost, or the house 
was built in 2 phases. 
North is traditionally at 
the top so tower street is 
on the right. There is no 
cellar street side, just a 
void. 

draft chitun0121



  27

draft chitun0121



  28

The buttress on the North wall 
were probably added at the time 
the rest of the row was 
demolished to build the library 
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Rest of the 
row 
demolished.draft chitun0121
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Rest of the 
row 
demolished.draft chitun0121
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